OK, here it is. Weird Fantasy # 17 (1953). This has "There Will Come Soft Rains..."
If a finer seven pages has ever appeared in print, I want to hear about it.



This post is a reconstruction of EC Weird Fantasy # 17. 

This is one of the confusing ones, as the Jan-Feb 1951 Weird Fantasy was # 17, and the 
Jan-Feb 1953 issue was another # 17. This is the second (1953) one. I have previously posted 
a reconstruction of the 1951 issue as Weird Fantasy # 5. 

The scanned pages are from a copy of Weird Science # 2, Nov 1990, published by Gladstone. 
	Copyright 1990 by William M. Gaines, Agent.

Gladstone Weird Science # 2 is one of those annoying things with two ECs reprinted together. 
This issue reprinted the following originals --

Weird Science # 16 (Nov - Dec 1952), 
and
Weird Fantasy # 17 (Jan - Feb 1953), 

Gladstone made something of a pig's breakfast of this. They printed Weird Fantasy # 17 as 
the second of the two. For the cover of the entire issue, Gladstone used the basic original EC 
cover for Weird Science # 16. However....the gimmick for the third story of Weird Fantasy # 17 
depends on the comic existing substantially in the form it originally appeared, with the correct 
cover illustration on the front. (These alien types find a comic book in a pile of planetary rubble, 
see, and it's a copy of Weird Fantasy # 17, and they read a story about these alien types finding 
this comic book in a pile of planetary rubble...etc etc).  In other words, an EC comic could be 
central to the story, but a Gladstone comic couldn't. It's not really worth worrying about, but it 
caused quite a little flurry of letters in the Gladstone letters columns.... but I don't scan or post 
those anyway.

Gladstone reprinted the original cover as an interior page, on pulp paper, so the saturation and 
etc. are all wrong for a cover. They edited it a bit, tacking on a Gladstone emblem and deleting 
the original price and date. (Thanks guys!).

Gladstone's inside front cover is included here for the publisher info. There's an essay on "modern
horror art," continued on the inside back cover, which I haven't bothered to scan or post, as this is 
an EC project, not a Gladstone project. If anyone gets interested in the essay and wants to finish it, 
let me know and I'll post the rest of it.

Note that this issue doesn't have one of those goofy 1-page textual thingies in the middle. If the
EC original had one, Gladstone didn't include it in the reprint.

Contents and art credits --

Cover (illustrating story 1) - Al Feldstein (signed)
1. In The Beginning... - Joe Orlando (signed) 
2. Ahead of the Game - Bill Elder (signed)
3. The Aliens - Al Williamson (signed)
4. There Will Come Soft Rains... - Wally Wood (signed "wood.")

Notes

4. The copyright note at the bottom of the page is obviously not from the original EC. The story
can be found in Bradbury's "Martian Chronicles." And so far as being an "adaptation," it's almost 
word-for-word, although some verse quotes have been omitted. These are significant as they 
have to do with that "soft rains" stuff.

We have some unlikely plot devices here...why would an automated robot house have cleaning 
solvent lying around? And some more minor points...why would some guy have been pushing a 
lawnmower around? Everything else is robotic.
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